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“As in any diverse society, there are many currents swirling about in Iran.
Some are driving the country forward; others are holding it back. Despite the
trend towards democracy, control over the military, judiciary, courts and
police remains in un-elected hands, and the elements of its foreign policy,
about which we are most concerned, have not improved. But the momentum
in the direction of internal reform, freedom and openness is growing
stronger.”
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Notwithstanding the fact that the statement this morning contained some of
the old Allegations against Iran — a factor which we recognize as the result




of conflicting tendencies towards Iran among US policy makers — we are
prepared, for our part, to welcome the lifting of the US ban on import of
some Iranian goods and other initiatives as a positive step which, | am sure
will be reciprocated by Iran with a positive and proportionate measure. The
prospect of US-Iran relations are still heavily contingent on American
willingness and ability to change its policies towards Iran. In this context,
reassessment of American past policies towards Iran and acknowledgements
of its shortcomings would certainly contribute to lowering the wall of
mistrust.
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